
��������			
��
�����
� ����������
�

������������������������������������������������ !" #���������$����%$����&��$�"�
� �

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 
 � 	 � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � �����

��������		
��
�

�
���������
������	���
��	�
������������

� !!�"� �
#	��
��$	���%�����	���%������
��&!�$	���#�������#	��
��$	���

�

��������	�
�����
�������
����
������������������������������

��������	
���������	
��
��	��������	�	
�����
�������������	������������	������������������
�������
	�������
��������������
���
���	����
�������	����
���������� ��!���	���������"��	���
����
����	��������
��#����	��������$	������
����%�����
���&!�
��	��	�
���!�
��	��	�
��

�����������	����	���	
�����	���	���
�	���������

����
	��� �

���	
���
	���		����
�������
	��
�����������

By the time the August meeting rolls around 
there will have been a lot of activities just finished - 
most notably Field Day 2008 and The Orange 
County Fair.  I hope that everyone had an opportu-
nity to participate in the Field Day events ... this is 
always a great opportunity to get together with old 
friends and make new ones.  The Fair is a lot like 
that, too.  It's our opportunity to meet and greet the 
public and explain just what it is that we do as hams.  

(Please see President’s Message on page 3) 
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President 
Dennis Kidder, W6DQ,  
W6DQ@att.net 
562-858-2883 
 
Vice President 
Michael Fox, W6MJF 
W6MJF@arrl.net 
562-427-0074 
 
Secretary 
Tim Crawford, AE6VZ 
AE6VZ@arrl.net 
310-390-6827 
 
Treasurer 
Ken Lister, KG6TOC,  
KG6TOC@arrl.net 
562-426-9544 
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Dick Boone, KF6HKA 
KF6GZF@aol.com 
562-425-6098 
 
Marilyn Boone, KF6GZF 
KF6GZF@aol.com 
562-425-6098 
 
Kim De Celles, K9KIM 
kimbolion@aol.com 
562-434-3635 
 
Glenn Draper, AE6YT 
AE6YT@arrl.net 
562-531-3734 
 
Thomas R. Gibbons, W9EYB 
tlgnov6@yahoo.com 
562-529-8644 
 
Bob Grubic, NC6Q 
NC6Q@arrl.net 
562-961-6711 
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Michael Scofield, N6OKG, is Manager of Data Asset Development 
at ESRI in Redlands.  He also holds an adjunct faculty position at Loma 
Linda University in the Department of Health Information Management.   
Michael is a popular speaker in topics of data management, data quality, 
and data warehouse design, as well as satellite imagery interpretation 
and emergency communications.  His career has included education, 
finance, and manufacturing.  He holds an MBA degree from UCLA.  He 
has given over 150 presentations all over the United States and in Eng-
land and Australia.  His professional articles appear in Information-
Week, Data Management Review, and other journals.  He also has had 
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Best Place Cafe 
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Do not forget your NIMS training. Go to the 

ARALB.ORG website and click on the ARES/
RACES Bulletins link to find the URLs for the 
100, 200, 700 and 800 courses.  All responders to 
emergency areas are required to complete these 
courses.  By the end of July you should have com-
pleted the 700 course.  By the end of November 
you should complete the 100 and 200 courses, and 
if possible the 800 course.  Please be an asset to 
your community.  Complete the courses, and send 
a copy of your certification to: 

Casey Chel (casey_chel@longbeach.gov), or 
Joe Provenza (W6UPN@arrl.net.   �  

Hopefully, many of you got to participate there as 
well.  If not, well, you missed one of the great ham-
radio events in Southern California. 

But IF you missed the OC Fair, there will be yet 
another opportunity soon with the Los Angeles 
County Fair and Amateur Radio Expo 2008.  The 
clubs in Southern California get their chance to 
“show their stuff” to the public.  It’s important for us 
to get out in the public -- to “market” ourselves (to 
borrow an expression from N4NCY, Chairperson of 
the Los Angeles Area Council of Clubs -- we have to 
keep marketing ourselves).  Just remember that most 
people don”t have a clue what ham radio is or isn’t.  
It’s up to us, with events like the fairs and especially 
Field Day, to get out there and explain it.  And with 
luck, maybe they too can be bitten by the bug that 
brought us in .... the “magic” of radio. 

And that magic never ceases to amaze me.  For 
with all of the poor HF conditions lately, one only 
has to spend a weekend on Six Meters during the re-
cent CQ VHF contest to realize how wonderful and 
magical radio truly can be.  I worked my second 
DXCC entity on six from my new QTH.  Canada!  
No big thing.  But that was on Six Meters!  VHF.  
The “Magic Band”.  Armchair copy -- like he was 
down the street.  Guess that’s why they call it that ....  
Now, only 98 more to go ..... 

73, -dennis W6DQ   �  

(President’s Message, continued from page 1) 
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ARALB member Wayne Yoshida, KH6WZ , 

has an article in the July issue of QST.  If you’ve 
seen it you have to admire what he’s done by way 
of devising homebrew devices using recycled parts 
from older electronic equipment with an occa-
sional purchase of parts at the local hardware 
store.  Wayne’s innovations show his creative flair plus a fine appre-
ciation of old equipment and a perfectionist’s hand in the finishing 
touches.  Look for Recycling Old Cabinets and Chassis Boxes on page 
30 of the July 2008 issue of QST.   �  
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If you’re looking for something new in handheld transceivers, hold off 
buying anything until the Yaesu VX-8R hits the market, sometime this 
Fall. 
The Yaesu VX-8R HT provides a full 5 watts FM on 50/144/430 MHz 
plus 1.5 watts on 222 MHz.  It supports Blue Tooth hands-free operation 
with the optional BU-1 and BH-1 or BH-2 accessories.  There is also an 
optional GPS unit and antenna with loads of features.  This radio supports 

APRS 1200/9600 bps data communication (B band only).  Like the VX7R, the VX8R is submersible and 
meets IPX57 specifications (3 feet for minimum of 30 minutes).  A powerful 7.4 V 1100 mAh Lithium Ion 
battery is included. An AA battery cell case (three batteries) will be an available option.  This HT is small, in-
tuitive to operate only 2.36 x 3.74 x 0.92 inches (thinner than VX-7R).   

,	�
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It supports simultaneous independent 2-signal dual receive function with both V + V or U + U. It has 
weather band receive with Weather Alert, and a barometric sensor.  The receive coverage has an independent 
AM/FM broadcast receiver circuit.  You can even operate Amateur radio while receiving FM broadcasts.  The 
dot matrix LCD display provides Memory tag up to a maximum of 16 characters.  You even get a high-
resolution Spectrum Analyzer with ±60 channels indication with wave monitoring of received/
modulated signal.  And DCS and CTCSS encode and decode is standard.  

�"�
�-���	��
������5�

The VX-8R comes with the SMA antenna, FNB-101LI Lithium Ion battery pack, belt clip and 
NC-86B battery charger.  (The NC-86B should only be used for receive, because it is not capable of 
supplying sufficient current to support transmit).  

�"���-���,�%�
����5��

This device has been approved by the Federal Communications Commission.  This new model is 
expected late Fall 2008.  Pricing has not yet been announced.   

.��
���	3�
�� Optional Bluetooth  
�� Optional GPS  
�� APRS 1200/9600 bps (B band) 

�� CTCSS/DCS Encode & Decode  
�� Weather Receiving with Weather Alert  
�� Wideband Receive  
�� Dual Receive  
�� Submersible IPX57  
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The Calnet amateur radio repeater system links 

the most heavily populated areas of California 
through a series of 16 repeaters operating in the 
440Mhz band.  Calnet gives coverage from San 
Diego and the entire Los Angeles region, up through 
the San Joaquin Valley to Sacramento and beyond, 
and the San Francisco Bay area.  All repeaters are 
linked full time with a full duplex linked backbone.  
Any of the sites can be controlled from anywhere in 
the system.  Two of the sites have autopatch, and the 
autopatch can be accessed from any one of our re-
peaters.   

�"��������
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Calnet maintains repeaters at Sunset Ridge 
(Pomona), Loop Canyon (Sylmar), Thousand Oaks, 
Breckenridge Mt. (Bakersfield), Onyx Peak (Big 
Bear), Meadow Lakes (Fresno), Santiago Peak  
(Mission Viejo), Red Mt. (Fallbrook), Palomar Mt. 
(Escondido), Monument Peak (El Centro), Mt. Otay 
(San Diego), Knox Landing (Stockton), Crystal Peak 
(Santa Cruz), Sunol Ridge (Bay Area), Grizzly Peak 
(San Francisco), Mount Vaca (Sacramento area), 
Banner Mtn. (Grass Valley) and Diamond Peak 
(Tahoe area).   
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Calnet repeater sites are using Link Communica-
tions RLC 3, & RLC 4 Repeater Controllers, which 
allow use of phone patch from any of the Calnet re-
peater sites.  The sites use flat audio across the entire 
linked system; flat audio makes it nearly impossible 
to determine where a user is coming into the system.  
This is possible due to our modified commercial Mo-
torola Mitrek radios.  Additionally Calnet strives to 
maintain the highest level of RF filtration and signal 

isolation.  They currently have custom built and 
tuned duplexers by TX/RX, and band pass filters by 
Angle Linear at many of our sites. 
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Calnet like to refer to its repeater system as a 
Membership Group.  The dues they collect dues from 
all members pays for repeater site rental and auto-
patch phone bills.  Financial support from the users 
makes Calnet a membership group that is looking out 
for the best interest of the system. 
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Yes, prospective members are encouraged to test 
the system out by talking to Calnet Members.  This 
will give you a feel for area coverage and system au-
dio quality.  Plus you will get to meet some of the 
interesting members of Calnet.  So spend a few 
weeks and talk with some of the members to decide 
if this group suits your needs.   

�������"�*��������
"���
����
�,�����#
	
���
�5�

Yes!  Please listen on Wednesday evenings at 
8:00 p.m. and check in after “Newsline” as a guest. 

For more info, visit www.cal-net.org   �  
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The American Red Cross (ARC) held a disaster assessment drill on May 17.  Five cars went out to survey 

the “damage” in the Red Cross service area; each car had at least one ham operator who reported damage as-
sessments to the ARC Net Control.  The drill used the K6CHE 2-meter repeater.  At the conclusion of the drill 
there was time to evaluate the communications performance.   

What was clear is that, since we hold a drill just twice a year, there needs to be better communications and 
preparation ahead of time.  One of the suggestions was to have a weekly Red Cross Net.  By making good use 
of a weekly 15-minute net the ARC Communicators can do most of their planning and training without adding 
another meeting to everyone’s busy schedule.  And it saves gasoline! 

Joe Provenza, W6UPN, suggested the ARC net should follow the ARES/RACES net on Tuesday eve-
nings.  Joe Maynard, W6JMA, net control for the ARES/RACES net agreed to the plan.  If the ARES/RACES 
net runs longer than 15 minutes, the ARC Net will begin right after ARES/RACES.  If the ARES/RACES net 
runs less time, the ARC Net will wait until 6:45 to begin. 

The ARC Net will be held on Tuesday evenings at 6:45 PM, immediately following the ARES/RACES 
net.  The Net debuted on Tuesday, July 15, on the K6CHE 2-meter repeater.  The ARC Communicators invite 
all hams interested in Emergency Communications to join them.  Program your radio for 146.745 with a PL 
156.7, minus offset.   

Please join the ARC Net on each Tuesday evening at 6:45 PM. 
George Apt, KF6THT,  and Carina Lister, KF6ZYY, Co-Chair, GLBARC Communications   �  

�-���!�����	����������
Walt Maxwell, W2DU, first wrote about his Ra-

dio Intelligence Division (RID) experiences for the 
benefit of the readers of the QCWA email reflector.  
These later appeared in QST.  What follows is his 
emailed version of the story about using a Beverage 
antenna to copy Japanese propaganda broadcasts 
during WWII.  He sent this to his fellow QCWA 
members in 2005. 

As a monitoring officer with the Radio Intelli-
gence Division (RID) of the FCC in Hawaii during 
WW2, our State Department was curious about what 
the Japanese living on the homeland were being told.  
Were they being told the truth, or the same propa-
ganda as told on the short-wave broadcasts, or a to-
tally different story?  State asked the RID to deter-
mine whether we could obtain such information. 

We cruised the AM broadcast band and found 
several nighttime signals from Japanese mainland 
stations, but most were too weak to copy.  However, 

JOAK, Tokyo, on 640 KHz was S9, but there was a 
problem in copying it.  KFI, Los Angeles, was also 
on 640 KHz with an S9. 

We proceeded to the northern portion of Oahu 
and constructed a Beverage antenna one-half mile 
long, five feet above ground, aimed at Tokyo, and 
terminated with a 1000-ohm pot resistor to ground at 
the Tokyo end.  We discovered that by varying the 
pot resistance we could null the KFI signal to almost 
zero.  The resistance terminating the Beverage that 
produced the null was around 600 ohms.  

Because the matching resistive termination ren-
dered the Beverage a traveling-wave antenna with no 
standing wave, the signal from JOAK was termi-
nated by the input of our receiver, while the signal 
from KFI was dissipated in the matched resistance at 
the Tokyo end of the Beverage, and no KFI signal 
reflected toward the receiver.  Voila!  JOAK was 
perfectly readable for recording. 

(Please see QCWA Remembers on page 7) 
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Looking for something 
really cool to do this month?  
Hustle your way up to 
Alaska for the Alaska Ham-
fest on August 1-4.  It will 
be held at the Anchorage 

Sheraton, so book your room right away.  It’s also 
the ARRL State Convention.  There will be over 
3600 ham radio operators, 20 Ham Radio Clubs, plus 
vendors, prizes, and lots of Alaskan adventure oppor-
tunities right outside the door. 

Might have to miss it?  Try making a QSO with 
special event station W1AW/KL7, anytime between 
July 25 and August 10.   

For more information, see www.akhamfest.com.   
�  
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Hams who like movies like movies about ham 

radio.  Here’s a new British heist flick that will keep 
you fully engaged.  The Bank Job is based on the 
true story of the 1971 Baker Street bank robbery.  
This case is one of the biggest robberies in British 
history, but no arrests were ever made and no money 
was ever recovered.  After initial big headlines, the 
story disappeared from the newspapers.  The govern-
ment issued a strict gag order on anything about the 
case.  Thirty years later, when Britain's “D Notice” 
censorship law was modified, becoming DA, or De-
fense Advisory, the story became publicly available 
again.   

Petty-criminal-gone-straight Terry Leather owns 
a failing car sales garage and is being harassed by 
two debt-collectors.  His old girlfriend offers Terry a 
chance to earn enough money to never worry about 
debt again — a bank robbery in Baker Street, Lon-
don.  Terry gathers a bunch of petty criminal friends 
to help execute the plan.  They lease a shop two lots 
away from the bank and start digging a tunnel under-
neath the middle shop (a chicken fast-food joint) in 
order to reach the underground bank vault.  Terry 
employs Eddie as a watchman with a radio to sit on 
the roof of the building across the street to keep a 
look out for trouble. 

As Terry and his crew dig, their radio chatter 
draws the attention of a local amateur radio operator, 
who listens in on the conversation and realizes he’s 
overhearing a bank robbery in progress.  He calls the 
police, but with a 10 mile radius to search and a lack 
of concrete details, they fail to pin down the rob-
bery . 

The film is an intricate combination of who-
dunnit, documentary, and comedy.  And although 
ham radio might not have a starring role, radio is a 
critical part of the plot. 

A n d 
guess what.  
You can 
check out 
the DVD 
from the 
Long Beach 
Public Li-
brary.   �  

We sent the first recording to Washington, and 
State was delighted - requesting that we continue re-
cording JOAK continuously.  Consequently our re-
cordings were flown daily to Washington from 
Hickam Field in Honolulu.  

We were left in the dark concerning the informa-
tion on the recordings, and how it affected the War 
effort, because State didn't share it with us.  But it 
must have been pretty good, because State was on 
our case every day to make sure we sent them the 
recordings.    73, Walt, W2DU   �  

(QCWA Remembers, continued from page 6) 
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Have you operated from the Queen Mary lately?  
W6RO is ready for you.  The antennas are in good 
shape, the radios are ready, and Nate Brightman’s 
video about the history of W6RO is about to be cir-
culated nationwide by the ARRL.  You’re bound to 
have some great QSOs if you come aboard. 

W6RO operators get free parking, a free meal in 
the exclusive Pig ‘n Whistle, discounts at the Queen 
Mary Sunday Brunch, free access to the Scorpion, 
and all the fame and glory of operating from the 
world famous Nate Brightman Radio Room, W6RO, 
on the Queen Mary. 

For information, call Henry Lulli, W6OLZ, at 
7 1 4 - 9 6 3 - 2 9 8 6 ,  o r  e m a i l  h i m  a t 
W6OLZ@socal.rr.com.  If you have questions about 
W6RO, call Nate Brightman, K6OSC, at 562-427-
5123.  For information about equipment in the Wire-
less Room, please contact John Rogers, KF6TTR, 
562-626-1755 (pager w/vm).   �  
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1 ARALB Gen’l Mtg. Signal Hill Community Ctr. 7:00PM. 

4 ARALB BOD Mtg. ECOC, 7:00 PM. 

16 ARALB Testing, CSULB, 9:00 AM. 

19 LB Repeater Associates. Spires, 6:30 PM. 

23 ARALB Breakfast. Best Place Café. 8:00 AM. 
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5 ARALB Gen’l Mtg. Signal Hill Community Center. 7PM. 

8 ARALB BOD Mtg. ECOC, 7:00 PM. 

16 LB Repeater Associates.  Spires, 6:30 PM. 

20 ARALB Testing, CSULB, 9:00 AM. 

27 ARALB Breakfast. Best Place Café. 8:00 AM. 
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3 ARALB Gen’l Mtg. Signal Hill Community Ctr. 7:00PM. 

6 ARALB BOD Mtg. ECOC, 7:00 PM. 

18 ARALB Testing, CSULB, 9:00 AM. 

21 LB Repeater Associates. Spires, 6:30 PM. 

25 ARALB Breakfast. Best Place Café. 8:00 AM. 
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Good for Ham Station.  30x42 inches.  
Pick it up and it’s yours. 
Contact: Bob, NC6Q 

nc6q@arrl.net 
562 961-6711 
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The early bird dinner has moved to Spires! 
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Arrive between 5:15 and 5:30; talk-in on the 

449.78 K6CHE repeater.  For more information, con-
tact Kim DeCelles, K9KIM.      �  
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Primary Member : _____________________________________ Email: _________________________ 
Call Sign: ________________ License Class: _________________ ARRL Member? Yes___  No___ 
Address: ______________________________________________  Phone:           
City: _________________________________ State: ____________ Zip Code: _________________ 
Do you want a club email account with yourcallsign@aralb.org?  Yes ____ No ____ 
Do you want your email address to appear on the club website? Yes ____ No ____ 
Would you like to be an operator on the Queen Mary? Yes ____ No ____ 
How would you prefer to receive The Oscillator? by email ____ or by USPS ____ 

M E M B E R S H I P   A P P L I C A T I O N 
Associated Radio Amateurs of Long Beach 

P. O. Box 7493 
Long Beach, CA 90807 

www.aralb.org 

W6RO  Club Station 
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Membership Application for Year ________________________ Date ________________________ 
 
This application is for: �   New Membership �   Membership Renewal 
 �   Update My Information �   All information is the same as last year 
   except where indicated below 
 
Dues are $20.00 annually (Jan. 1 through Dec. 31) or $15.00 per year for seniors (62 +). Family memberships are an 
additional $5.00 per household. You will receive a copy of our monthly newsletter, The Oscillator, with your paid 
membership. Membership badges are available for $10.00 each. Your complete name and call sign will be printed on the 
badge. Badges will be distributed at the meetings. 
 

ARRL Membership is available on a separate application form. See the Treasurer at any ARALB  meeting. 

Family Member: _____________________________________ Email: _________________________ 
Call Sign: ________________ License Class: _________________ ARRL Member? Yes___  No___ 
Do you want a club email account with yourcallsign@aralb.org?  Yes ____ No ____ 
Do you want your email address to appear on the club website? Yes ____ No ____ 
Would you like to be an operator on the Queen Mary? Yes ____ No ____ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Date received:                /                /              Cash: ___________ Check # _____________ 

Amount received: $__________________________ 

Processed by:  Treasurer _____ Membership Chair _____ 
revised October 2007 

Family Member: _____________________________________ Email: _________________________ 
Call Sign: ________________ License Class: _________________ ARRL Member? Yes___  No___ 
Do you want a club email account with yourcallsign@aralb.org?  Yes ____ No ____ 
Do you want your email address to appear on the club website? Yes ____ No ____ 
Would you like to be an operator on the Queen Mary? Yes ____ No ____ 

 

Membership Dues: $20.00 Senior Membership: $15.00 Each Additional Family Membership: $5.00 
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FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Associated Radio Amateurs of Long Beach publishes The OSCILLATOR each month.  Subscriptions are 
included with membership.  The editorial staff reserves the right to edit all submitted material.  Credit to The  
OSCILLATOR and the writer should be given with any reproduction.  The comments and views expressed by authors 
are not necessarily the views of the ARALB, its officers, or the editorial staff.  The deadline for submission of articles 
for publication is the 15th of each month.  Articles can be sent via email to KF6ZYY@arrl.net or by mail to The OS-
CILLATOR, Carina Lister, 1021 Amelia Dr., Long Beach, CA 90807-2401.  Material can be on paper or any standard 
digital format.  Printer: Circle C Printing, Bellflower, CA.  Print Distributor: Joy Matlack, KD6FJV.  Email Distributor:  
Carina Lister, KF6ZYY. 
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