
THE 40 DAYS OF GB5QM/MM  
by Al Lee, W6KQI  
Sun City, Arizona�

The Queen Mary embarked on its ultimate voyage amid worldwide fanfare 
and the accompaniment of Amateur Radio.  
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Departure Day: October 31, 1967  
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WHAT A QSL: Hams who contacted GB5QM received this impressive 81/2- x 1 1 -inch 
color certificate commemorating the Queen's final voyage, courtesy of the ARALB. The 
color separator who worked on the artwork for this certificate, Bob Spiegel, became 
intrigued by the operation and eventually became a ham himself, WB6ILM. 

Saturday, December 9  
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R.M.S. QUEEN MARY - Grand Lady of the Seas 

One of the world's legendary superliners, the RMS Queen Mary's keel was 
laid in December 1930 by John Brown & Company Ltd at the Clydebank 
shipyard in in Scotland. Workers installed more than 600 telephones, 700 
clocks, 2000 glass portholes and 5000 chairs, sofas and tables. Named by 
Her Majesty Queen Mary at the shipyard on the River Clyde on September 
26, 1934, the opulent ship was launched at Southampton, England, 
although her official homeport was Liverpool. Her maiden voyage began 
May 27, 1936, as she sailed to New York City. In her heyday, she was a 
massive and impressive monument to maritime luxury. When placed in 
service, she was the world's largest liner. Able to make better than 30 
knots, the 81,200 ton three-stacker was the world's fastest ocean liner until 
1952. She measures 1018 feet from stem to stern with a 119 foot beam, 
200 foot foremast, four 35 foot propellers and two 16 ton bow anchors on 
900 feet of chain weighing 45 tons. She draws 39 feet of water and has 
accommodations for 1957 passengers to sail in high style, with a crew of 
1174. The ship has 12 decks, including a 724 foot promenade deck, and 
carried 24 diesel powered lifeboats. Her luxurious main lounge is three 
decks high and 96 feet long. The Queen Mary had the most successful 
career of all the superships. She made 1000 North Atlantic crossings and 
carried two million passengers in 31 years of service. She earned $600 
million for the Cunard-White Star Line.  
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